WHEN ARCHITECT ERIC MASTERSON STAMPS HIS WOODEN WALKING STICK UPON THE GROUND, IT 15 TRANSFORMED 
INTO A MYSTICAL WEAPON CALLED THUNOERSTRIKE! ARMED WITH INCREDIBLE POWERS, MASTERSON WORKS TO 
PROVE THAT ONE MAN MLIST MAKE A DIFFERENCE, BECALISE THIS WORLD STILL NEEDS HEROES! STAN LEE PRESENTS ... 
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Well, it's my sad duty to announce the 
Impending conclusion to this title as of 
Issue #24, Despite the high stan-dards of 
quality Tom, Ron, and Al have brought to 
this title for the better part of two years, 
we are just not going to be able to 
continue. What brought about this 
premature demise? Was It sales? The 
‘need {o tighten the line? The constantly 
evolving marketplace? All of the above 
‘com-bined to bring about the silencing of 
the thunder Just two short months from 
now. Rest assured, Tom and Ron are 
putting their all Into the end-run of this 
‘book, wrapping up their saga of the "hero 
of the 90's" In shocking and ingenious 
manner. And as soon as that Is over, 
they'll be chanelling thelr collective 
talents towards a very special one-shot 
about Odin's least-favorite son (and we 
don't mean Loki). So stay of good cheer, 
for the magic will continue! 

Ralph 


Dear Thunderstrikers: 

Re: Issue #18, 

Alright, 50 my past attempts to garner 
@ no-prize werent successful (ust be glad | 
didn't point out the other, more obvious and 
Gificult to explain away gaffes). Anyway, at 
the end of THUN-DERSTRIKE #17, we see 
‘Seth picking up the skull cap of Bloodaxe. At 
the be-ginning of THUNDERSTRIKE #16, 
‘Blood-axe is wearing hs red skull again. The 
‘only possible explanation | can come up with 
for this is that Seth really isnt such a bad guy 
after al, and gave the heisted headgear back 
to its owner. (Alright, so that was a lame 
‘excuse. Can you think of a better one?) 

As for who Bloodaxe is, here's my, 
theory. Its the one parson who has been 
considered above reproach-the very last 
person you would think is Bloodaxe. Yes, 
Kevin Masterson is Bloodaxe! 

Well, to the final point, Please add 
my name to the ever-growing list of people 
demanding that Stellaris pinup (how about 
her in a bikini?) | also sug-gest a limited 
series for this wonderful char-acter whose 
potential has barely been tapped. 

Well, until Volstagg goes on the Ultra 
Slim-Fast diet, make mine Marvell 

‘Chris Nemec. 
(Address withheld by request) 


jelsted Headgear?” Who do you 
think you are, Chris--Tom DeFalco, the 
master of alliteration? Seriously though, 
Seth returned Jackle's (uh, Bloodaxe's) 
headgear because he saw the 
‘aforementioned Ms. Axe as an unwilling 
‘agent in his long-term future schemes for 
global domination via mass extermination 
(how's that for a mouthful?). Obviously, a 
Bloodaxe without his helmet would be 
about as useful as Ralph without his chair, 
Satlstied? 

As for Kevin as Bloodaxe-wow! 
No wonder Eric was so ready to say 
goodbye to Bobby Steele and com-pany 
this Issuel 


Dear Marvel, 


‘just had to write to say thanks. | live 


Ralph Macchlo: Waste Matt delson: 
in New Zealand, so | don't know when this 
wil get there or aven if it willbe printed, but | 
hope it does. I've enjoyed reading 
THUNDERSTRIKE since #1, and I've 
enjoyed every last minute of it. The artwork 
and coloring are briliant, and the story just 
keeps getting better and better. 

Before | read THUNDERSTRIKE #1, | 
wasn't even sure who he was, but as | read, | 
‘grew more and more interested. (You could 
say |was Thunderstruck.) | feel lam learning 
to know Eric Masterson as himself and as 
Thunderstrike just as he is leaming about the 
trials of being a hero and discovering his new 
powers and limitations, 

‘Tom and Ron's approach to these 
subjects is realistic but not too serious to 
make it boring, 2s well as the fact that it’s 
jam-packed ful of action and excitement. 

‘Over all, THUNDERSTRIKE is a well- 
balanced and brilliant comic, and | look 
forward to reading future issues. Well, gotta 
{go now, so, until Thunder-strike gets a 
haircut, make mine Marvel 

James Childs 

50 Truman Road 
Christenurch 8005 
New Zealand 


Dear Keepers of the Mace-Wielding One, 

Thank you! | could talk about this 
‘belng my first effort at talking to you, or about 
the fact that | have been an avid tan of 
Masterson since his introduction into the 
world of Baddie-Bashing, but no, Neither of 
these is as important as the fact that your 
book is one of Marvat's finest. | only read a 
few titles, but yours is most definitely one of 
them (and shall remain so for a long time)! 
Well dorie, Tom and Fron! 

Wall, praising done, a sprinkling of 
{questions and suggestions: 

1) First, everybody has a theory, s0, is 
Bloodaxe that nice Mr, Marrero? 

2) Will we be seeing more Asgard- 
lass evildoers? 

8) Is Sangré going to be back? if she 
{s, will Frank Castle come too? 

4) Give Eric back his bandanna and 
‘goggles that he wore in issue #6. | know the 
Goggles were probably Infra-red or 
something, and belonged to Code: Blue, but 
they were cool! 

5) Lo! Shall there be another 
‘gathering? Please? 

6) Give Stone's boys a book of their 
‘own. They are too popular to share. 

7) Do you guys have Stellaris's phone 
‘umber? 

Well, adios for now, and, unti) 
Heimdall goes blind, make mine Marvel! 

Graham Boag 

41 Lochlea Fd, 
Newlands, Glasgow 
Scotland 


Ah, praise. How we love It so. 
‘Avewwwrw, questions. How they tax us so. 

1) If Bloodaxe was Mr. Marrero, 
‘would he really be so nice? 

2) Yes! No. Well, sort of. Now that 
Erie's been possessed by the Bloodaxe, 
you can bet your flagon of mead there will 
bbe an Asgardian response-ot the blond 


{addresses withheld by request) 
ssi. Waste 


persuasion! 

3) No, and no (and two wrongs 
don't make a right). 

4) The goggles actually betong-ed 
to S.H..E.L.D., but Eric's seeing nothing 
but red these days, so he probably 
wouldn't need them anyway. As for that 
bandana, Eric briefly considered going 
back to that look, but the lawsult from 
‘Aunt Jemima squeiched that idea. 

5) Verily, yeal See answer 2 (It 
that's what you're asking). 

6) Sorry, but there's no immediate 
plans for an ongoing CODE:BLUE series, 
though we hope their appearance this 
Issue sated your appetite alittle. 

7) we did, do you really think 
we'd just give It out? Think $$! 


Dear Ralph and Matt, 

THUNDERSTRIKE #18 was one heck 
of a bang-up slug-fest. Seeing She-Hulk in 
the book was a whole lot of fun. | really ike 
the way she interacts with Eric (atleast in his 
‘Thunderstrike guise), and | hope you'l bring 
her back into the book before too long. 

tim always a fan of good continuity, 
but | enjoy it even more when a writer or 
writer/artist team develop their own special 
sense of continuity. Titania's fear ol/need for 
revenge on She-Hulk dates ell the way back 
to SECRET WARS, but it was Tom and Ron 
who really developed the ongoing “Shulkosis” 
of Titania in AMAZING SPIDER-MAN a 
bunch of years ago. To see it resurtacing 
here was nothing short of brilliant, and it 
added a level of texture to the story which 
made Shulkie more than just additional 
muscle for beating down the bad guys. Good 
job by all, and as usual, | enjoyed Erie's role 
in the story as well. 


Dan Allenson, 
27 Bristol Drive 
St. Louis, MO 63130 


Glad you enjoyed Tom and Ron's 
nod to the past, Dan, although they 
certainly never intended for Shulkie to 
become the focus of the story. Guess you 
must be a big She-Hulk fan, eh? 


NEXT: 
Bloodaxe is gone! Long live...Blood- 
jaxe? Eric's absorbed the enchant. 
iment of the axe as he prepares for 
the winner-take-all, no-holds-barred, 


this-is-the-big-one-True-Believer 
battle with Seth. But can even he| 
resist the temptation of evil that} 
conquers all who possess the axe?| 


No problem! Right? Uh, Tom? 
Fon? Al? We're right, aren't we...? 


